
Two months ago if you asked me about Usage-Based Billing (UBB) I admit I would have been clueless, I had no idea how much bandwidth I was using or what my Internet Service Provider (ISP) was charging me for it. As a student, the Internet is a huge part of my daily life, from checking my e-mail to doing research, I’m constantly connecting. The Canadian Radio and Television Commission’s (CRTC) decision to implement metered Internet, which is currently under review, doesn’t just affect those who use excessive amounts of bandwidth it also affects every day students like myself. 


If the CRTC were to implement UBB and allow big telecommunication companies to both cap and meter the Internet, it would greatly affect my wallet. It is not uncommon for a school projects to require me to download significant amounts of material, should I be charged more because I’m trying to further my education? It would seem the CRTC is only considering the positive monetary outcomes of UBB for big telecommunication companies, and not the negatives for consumers for whom the Internet will become unaffordable. 

As a student I would say I spend approximately 14-15 hours of my day on the Internet, either researching or trying to stay in contact with family and friends through the Internet. Capping and metering the Internet would force me to cut down my usage enormously. 

In today’s society, social media is a huge way for people to be creative and express their views; UBB will quiet the voice of Canadians. However there is a way to stand up to the big telecommunication companies and the CRTC and that is by signing the Stop the Meter Petition. Canadian students often get a bad reputation for not standing up for what they believe in, this our chance.  
