Letter to the editor: Canadians Want to Stop the Meter on Internet Use
I am writing to express my concern about the Usage-Based Billing (UBB), a proposed change for Internet billing that is currently being reviewed by the Canadian Radio and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC).  
The Internet is becoming increasingly important in everyday life. The widening range of online services, using online content and applications for educational and innovative purposes – all of those aspects clearly point to the increasing usage of bandwidth. The Internet is fast becoming a medium that allows businesses to more freely compete, and allows people to act as citizens.

Capping and metering the Internet, resulting directly in higher fees, is not only going to affect wallets of many Canadians, it will also act as a tax on innovation, free expression, and empowerment. Big telecommunications companies are attempting to assert their dominance over the Internet by imposing new fees and caps. Such a precedent can and will have undesirable effects on the future of Canada’s online culture.  
Where big Internet providers argue that usage-based billing essentially means treating all consumers equally, I counter that increasing Internet fees will expand the group of Canadians for whom the Internet is an expensive, unaffordable commodity. 
While looking at the enormous backlash from the general public that followed the CRTC’s initial approval of usage-based billing, it is fair to ask: In whose interest the CRTC is acting? Is it in the interest of the citizenry or the big corporations?

Disallowing small Internet Service Providers (ISP) to offer unlimited Internet will affect Canada’s digital competitiveness and social progress. It is up to Canadians to make their voices heard and the Stop the Meter petition is a great way to do so. Visit http://stopthemeter.ca and sign the petition.
